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The future is here  
Thanks to the Federal Government’s Innovative Clinical Teaching 
and Training Grant, Silver Chain, Curtin University of Technology and 
WoundsWest will open a virtual Wound Clinical Education Centre 
based at Curtin’s Bentley Campus in 2011.

“This is an exciting initiative which
will provide opportunities for 
education and competency 
development in wound management 
for all health professionals,” explains 
Chris McGowan, Silver Chain’s
Chief Executive Offi cer.

“The Wound Clinical Education 
Centre will bridge the ‘theory-
practice’ gap and expose students 
and clinicians to an extensive range 
of wound prevention, assessment 
and management situations.  It will 
provide innovative experience which 
will best prepare students and novice 
practitioners for direct patient care,” 
says Chris.

“Students will be able to develop 
and achieve clinical competency in 
wound procedures prior to clinical 
placements.  Similarly, vocational 
students, clinicians and health 
workers will be able to advance their 
knowledge and clinical competency 
in a simulated setting when 
opportunities in their workplace 
are limited.”

Professor Phillip Della, Head of Curtin’s 
School of Nursing and Midwifery says 
the centre will house a dedicated wound 
simulation ward.

“The simulation ward includes the latest 
diagnostic and treatment technology and 
custom made ‘real-life’ acute and chronic 
latex wounds and simulation models.  
The centre will also provide a computer 
resource laboratory, which will facilitate 
student’s access to WoundsWest 
interactive online Education Program 
and other online programs developed 
at Curtin.”
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L to R: Dr Phillip Della, Head of Curtin University’s Nursing 
and Midwifery, The Hon. Nicola Roxon, Minister for Health 
and Ageing, and Chris McGowan, Silver Chain’s Chief 
Executive Offi cer 

We need
your help
Silver Chain is embarking 
on an initiative to enhance 
our consumer involvement 
in planning, delivering and 
evaluating our services.
The objective of this project is to 
design a Consumer Participation 
Framework for Silver Chain, 
which outlines how we will 
involve consumers and will be 
implemented in 2011. A draft 
Consumer Participation Framework 
has been developed by a steering 
committee with representatives 
from Silver Chain, the Health 
Consumers’ Council of WA and 
Carers WA.

The draft is now available for review 
during the month of November 
and we are calling on you to help 
us.  We are seeking your feedback 
and input before it is fi nalised and 
and approved by Silver Chain’s 
Executive team.

If you would like to assist us and
have your say, the draft Consumer 
Participation Framework can be 
downloaded from our website
www.silverchain.org.au/consumer 
framework. Alternatively, please 
call Alex Robertson at Silver Chain 
on 9242 0242 to receive a hard 
copy or to fi nd out more.Silver Chain wishes you and 

your loved ones a happy 
Christmas and a safe new Year.


